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Mixon, Video Game Computer Program-
ming-Gwen Etzler, Project Engineering/
Rocketry-Cheryl Clark, Robotics and Au-
tomation-Joseph Holochwost, Collision 
Repair-John Hobizal, Lifetime Nutrition 
and Wellness-Cathy Ramirez, Practicum of 
Health Science-C.N.A. & Pharmacy Tech-
nician-Melanie Allen, Principals of Human 
Services-Catherine Cummings, Ready, Set, 
Teach-Kay Jones, Medical Billing and Cod-
ing-Michael Conway, Electrical Technolo-
gy-James Matson, Culinary Arts-Brittany 
Hudson, Agricultural Science-Christie Lin-
ke and Ismael Gonzalez, and Cosmetology-
Brenda Dungan.   

On January 31, 2013, Victoria West 
High School’s CTE programs were well 

represented by the following programs and 
CTE Teachers:  Agricultural Science- Eric 
Reininger and Patrick Moeller, Graphic 
Design/Animation-Miguel Gonzales, Busi-
ness Law-Bonita Heinzen, Principles of 
Information Technology-Amy Alexander, 
Business Law-Clifton Simmons,  Architec-
tural Design-Joseph Villarreal, Computer 
Maintenance/Technician and Networking-
John Mixon, Video Game Computer Pro-
gramming-Gwen Etzler,  Project Engineer-
ing/Rocketry-Cheryl  Clark, Robotics and 
Automation-Joseph Holochwost,  Collision 
Repair-John Hobizal, Principles of Health 
Science-Rachel Clark, Lifetime Nutrition 
and Wellness-Gloria Wilhelm, Family and 
Community Services-Christine McDonald, 
Ready, Set, Teach-Kay Jones, Medical Bill-
ing and Coding-Michael Conway, Electrical 

Technology-James Matson, Culinary Arts-
Brittany Hudson, Cosmetology-Brenda 
Dungan, Law Enforcement-Cris Pruitt, 
and Welding-John Wright.  

VISD Career and Technical Educa-
tion (CTE) teachers are accustomed to 
sharing the uniqueness of their courses 
and programs of study. CTE teachers not 
only want to assist students in discovering 
their interests and talents, but they want to 
guide students into a program of study at 
high school that will continue upon gradua-
tion into college and/or career.  Many CTE 
courses culminate in industry-standard 
certifications, such as the TDLR Electri-
cian Apprentice License, CompTia Net+ 
and A+, I-Car, NCCER Core, NCCER 
Welding, TDLR Licensed Cosmetologist, 
and ServSafe. CTE courses also embed 

learning objectives of the core subjects of 
math, reading, social studies, and science. 
The design of a CTE lab and the delivery 
of curriculum vastly differ than a lecture 
class. In CTE students work in teams, 
design prototypes, research innovative 
methods, discuss emerging technologies, 
compete in leadership competitions, visit 
and tour industry sites, learn from guest 
speakers, engage in problem solving, and 
culminate in a finished product within the 
project-based learning environment. The 
world of a CTE student is balanced by real-
world relevancy in the class as students 
engage in simulated issues and dilemmas 
of the world of work. 
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& Assembly Process by Caterpillar, Weld-
ing by Alcoa, Process Technology by IN-
VISTA,  Instrumentation and Electrical 
Technology by Alcoa, Information Tech-
nology by Caterpillar and First Victoria 
National Bank, Robotics and Automation 
by UHV, Physical Therapy, Occupational 
Therapy, and Nursing by DeTar and Warm 
Springs, Mechanical Engineering Tech-
nology/Millwright by Formosa, Chemical 
Engineering by Dow, Law Enforcement by 
the Victoria Police Department, Graphic 
Design by Linda Key and Associates, and 
EMT/Paramedic and Fire Fighting by the 
Victoria Fire Department. Mike Rivet with 
Formosa Plastics, Senior Director of Spe-

cial Projects, said “We consider the Dream 
Big Expo an excellent opportunity to meet 
our future workforce. Any effort to help 
these 8th graders define and shape their 
dreams and goals is definitely worthwhile.” 

The evening event of Dream Big was 
provided free to parents, students, and the 
community to learn more about high school 
and college programs, as well as employ-
ment opportunities available in the Golden 
Crescent. Texas Workforce Solutions’ Com-
munities in Schools staff were available to 
assist students to register at WorkInTexas.
com. 

An event of this magnitude could never 
have taken place without the dedication, 
commitment and vision of all the parties 
involved. VISD words of appreciation also 

go to Lanell Mantey of VBEC, and Laurel 
Cahill of Alcoa, as well as all the participat-
ing industries, and post-secondary institu-
tions including Victoria College, UHV, and 
TSTC-Waco. VISD’s Career and Technical 
Education Department wants to recognize 
the high caliber of VISD teachers who went 
the extra mile and represented their pro-
grams throughout the Dream Big STEM 
Expo. VISD teachers include Amy Alex-
ander, Cheryl Clark, Rachel Clark, Joseph 
Holochwost, James Matson, John Mixon, 
Holly Parker, Cris Pruitt, Jeff Vuillemin 
and John Wright. These high school teach-
ers represented their CTE programs avail-
able at Victoria East High School, Victoria 
West High School, Career and Technology 
Institute (CTI), and Victoria Area Center 

for Advanced Learning (VCAL). 
VISD plans to continue creating 

awareness opportunities for students and 
plans to expand partnering with industry 
and post-secondary partners, as well as 
the Texas Workforce Solutions. The goal of 
VISD’s CTE Department is to ignite a pas-
sion within each student that will align with 
a 6-year degree plan that best suits their fu-
ture college and career endeavors. Thanks 
to the Alcoa Foundation, for the funding op-
portunity and support given to VEBC and 
VISD to work as a team to put on such a 
wonderful event. VISD believes in “Every 
Child, Every Classroom, Every Day.” 
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management from the University of Hous-
ton-Victoria.

It doesn’t end there, however. She will 
complete her fourth master’s in adult and 
higher education, with concentrations on 
instruction and management, this spring.

“I am a strong believer that it is never 
too late to return to school,” said Cadle, 

who not only takes courses at UHV but, 
as an adjunct professor with the School of 
Business, also teaches. 

Cadle has more than 15 years of man-
agement and supervisory experience, and 
served 25 years in the world of fundraising 
and volunteer work. She also serves on the 
board of directors for the Bluebonnet Youth 
Ranch, a nonprofit organization aimed at 
helping abused and neglected children.   

As for her time with the food bank, she 
said she’s happy.

Her main focus now is settling in and 
preparing for the Feb. 14 Sweetheart Char-
ity Ball. The event, which includes live 
music, dinner, a silent auction and more, 
serves as a major food bank fundraiser.

Tickets cost $60 each and are still 
available. For more information, call 361-
578-0591.

“I’m looking forward to it,” she said 
with a laugh. “Not just the ball. I love what 
I’m doing and I feel like I’m really making a 
real difference. I’m having so much fun it’s 
probably illegal.”

Cadle is married to Nick Cadle, her 
husband of 31 years. The two have four chil-
dren: Chris, Paul, Cliff and Stacy. They also 
have seven grandchildren: Gracie, Katelyn, 
Jordyn, Gretchen, Emily, Clark and Chase.
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VEHS CTE teachers Clifton Simmons teaches Business Law and Principles of Information Technology, 
and Linda Worcester teaches Accounting, Business English and Career Preparation.

Eric Reininger, VWHS Agriculture Science teacher and Megan Marbach, VWHS Ag student, shares 
with students and parents the variety of Agriculture course offerings including Wildlife, Small Animal, 
Livestock, and Ag Mechanics and Principles of Agriculture Science, and the benefits of being a FFA 
member.
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Lauri Voss, VISD CTE Coordinator, VISD Superintendent Robert Jaklich, Mike Elgin of Formosa, and 
Formosa Engineers are at the Formosa Plastics Corporation’s Mechanical Engineering Technology 
presentation.

Joseph Holochwost, VISD CTE Concepts of En-
gineering and Robotics and Automation teacher 
presents to students the projects that they can 
complete in his Concepts of Engineering class. 
Mr. Holochwost partnered with Dr. Alireza 
Tavakkoli, UHV Assistant Professor of Computer 
Science/Digital Gaming and Simulation Program 
Director (not pictured) for the Robotic presenta-
tion.
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